
 

PHARMACOLOGY 
 
 “Dead Bones Walking”  An Overview of Osteoporosis and Osteonecrosis of the Jaw,  Dental Considerations and Patient Care Planning 
 
Course Description 
About 54 million Americans have osteoporosis and low bone mass, placing them at increased 
risk for osteoporosis. Studies suggest that approximately one in two women and up to one in 
four men age 50 and older will break a bone due to osteoporosis. This program will provide 
participants with an overview of osteoporosis and the various available agents used in its 
prevention and treatment. Special emphasis will be given to the use of oral bisphosphonates and 
the current treatment guidelines for the management of patients receiving oral bisphosphonate 
therapy in everyday clinical situations. 
 
Learning Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this program, participants will be able to: 

 Describe bone metabolism and the pathophysiology of osteoporosis. 
 Identify the various agents used in the treatment of osteoporosis including their 

mechanism and duration of action. 
 Describe the role of bisphosphonates in the treatment of osteoporosis and the 

pathophysiology of bisphosphonate-associated osteonecrosis. 
 Recognize current treatment guidelines for the management of patients receiving oral 

bisphosphonate therapy. 
 
 

 
Thomas Viola, R.Ph., C.C.P. 

609-504-9252 
thomas.viola@gmail.com 

www.thomasviola.com 
facebook.com/TomViolaRPh 
linkedin.com/in/thomasviola 

Faculty 
In addition to his daily practice of the profession of 
pharmacy, Thomas Viola also serves the dental 
professions as a clinical educator, published writer and 
professional speaker. Tom is a member of the faculty of 
eight colleges, as well as several national board exam 
review courses. He is a contributor to several dental 
professional journals, with pharmacology columns 
appearing regularly in General Dentistry, AGD Impact, 
Access Magazine and RDH Magazine. In addition, Tom 
currently serves on the Advisory Board for General 
Dentistry and as the Subject Matter Expert for Mosby’s 
Dental Drug Reference. Tom has presented hundreds of 
continuing education courses, nationally and 
internationally, in the areas of dental pharmacology and 
local anesthesia. 


