PHARMACOLOGY
“The C Word”

An Overview of Cancer, Dental Considerations and Patient Care Planning
Course Description

Few words will provoke such fear and stimulate as wide a range of emotions within a patient and
their family as “cancer”. While the focus is deservedly on treatment plans designed to slow the
growth and, hopefully, facilitate the remission of the cancer, unfortunately, many cancer patients
are unaware that cancer treatments may affect the oral tissues and that visiting their dentist is an
important part of the overall treatment. Cancer treatments affect dental treatment planning,
prioritization, and timing. This program will provide dental professionals with an overview of
cancer chemotherapy, radiation and the need for pre-treatment dental evaluation as well as the
numerous oral complications which may result from cancer treatments.
Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this program, participants will be able to:




Explain the basic mechanism of action, potential adverse reactions and drug interactions
of cancer chemotherapy drugs.
Discuss the need for a thorough pre-chemotherapy oral evaluation to minimize later oral
complications which may result in delayed or aborted chemotherapy.

Identify the various oral complications of chemotherapy and radiation, including mucositis,
salivary gland dysfunction, caries, trismus, osteonecrosis of the jaw, and dysphagia.

Faculty

In addition to his daily practice of the profession of
pharmacy, Thomas Viola also serves the dental
professions as a clinical educator, published writer and
professional speaker. Tom is a member of the faculty of
eight colleges, as well as several national board exam
review courses. He is a contributor to several dental
professional journals, with pharmacology columns
appearing regularly in General Dentistry, AGD Impact,
Access Magazine and RDH Magazine. In addition, Tom
currently serves on the Advisory Board for General
Dentistry and as the Subject Matter Expert for Mosby’s
Dental Drug Reference. Tom has presented hundreds of
continuing
education
courses,
nationally
and
internationally, in the areas of dental pharmacology and
local anesthesia.
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